Irish Travellers Movement 2006 

Chair: Richard Sheridan 
Co-ordinator: Bridie Jones 
01227 453 441 


Address for reply: 

1 John Harper Street 
Colchester C01 1RP 

Dale. farm (fl'btinternet com Ms Christine Symes 

01206 523528 COMMUNITIES 

and Local Government 
Eland House 
Bressenden Place 
London SW1E 5 DU 


21 November 2006 


Your Ref: APP/V 1 505/A/05/ 1 1 8443 1 


Dear Ms Christine Symes, 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 - SECTION 78 
SEVEN APPEALS BY NORA SHERIDAN AND OTHERS: RESIDENTIAL 
GYPSY SITES IN BEAUTY DRIVE, CAMILLA DRIVE, OAK PLACE, OAK 
LANE AND SWALLOW COURT, CRAYS HILL, BILLERICAY, ESSEX. 

In response to your request dated 17 November for comments on the letter 
received on 16 November 2006 from Ian Syers, Assistant Manager of Planning 
Services, Basildon District Council, in respect of the council's Gypsy & Traveller 
Development Plan Document. 

These comments in my capacity as secretary of the ITM 2006, 

having been involved with Dale Farm for the past five years. Forty years ago I 

founded the Gypsy Council (10 December 1966) and for ten years (1971-1981) 

served as general-secretary of the International Roma Union, World Romani 

Congress. 

Firstly, one has to be aware of the political situation which is that a concerted 
effort is being made by Tory MP John Baron and Tory council leader Malcolm 
Buckley to expel so-called unauthorised caravans, euphemism for Travellers and 
Gypsies, from the district. Before the last general election former Conservative 
leader Michael Howard stood at the fence of Dale Farm and in effect played the 
racist card by pledging to do away with such unauthorised encampments. 

Anyone who has visited Dale Farm will know that it has far more characteristics 



of a village, with surfaced streets, chalets and mobile-homes, walled gardens and 
ornamental iron gates than the often repeated description encampment. 

The decision to spent £2.9 million bulldozing Dale Farm and smaller communities 
has been described by the Labour Party in Basildon as one tainted by racism 
and disproportionate. Parish priest Father John Glynn calls council policy 
ethnic-ctoansing, a view which we endorse. 

It is clear that Basildon council now wants to delay as long as possible even a 
submission of the required Gypsy & Traveller Development Plan Document and 
meanwhile will continue at every opportunity, as Mr Buckley has stated, to 
destroy Gypsy and Traveller homes in the area. 

We would like Secretary of State to be aware that to carry out this policy 
Basildon is employing a bailiff company, Constant & Co., which specialises in 
evicting Travellers. It has frequently, to my knowledge, violated 
Health & Safety regulations and wantonly destroyed private property, including 
mobile-homes and caravans. Its employees have used violence against women 
and children on numerous occasions. In short, Constant & Co. is the hired 
instrument of ethnic-cleaning. 

These violations, in our view, should be investigated and if proved (as we believe 
they can be) the licence taken away from Constant & Co. An opportunity to 
submit video and written evidence would be welcome. 

The long-term plan by Basildon, as is stated in the letter of 16 November, is to 
wipe out Dale Farm and replace it with a serious of small council-run caravan 
parks in other districts. 

We see nothing to be gained in destroying a viable, thriving community of 
related families, who have a culture of self-help and care for the sick, aged and 
children that has been already largely lost by the majority society, and replacing 
it by fragmented, impoverished and dispirited groups living on council-owned and 
managed sub-standard ghettoes. We say impoverished because many people 
have put all their saving into homes and if these are destroyed they will not have 
money left to invest again. An estimated total of £5 million in individual 
investments will be trashed if Dale Farm and all its infrastructure is bulldozed. 

That would be the result if ever the plan envisaged by Basildon were to be 
carried through. 

Consider also that where yards have been cleared there has been no restoration 
of the greenbelt. Instead, an unhealthy, unsightly sea of mud and debris, where 
the top-soil has been scraped off to create surrounding earth banks or bunds, 



has been left behind. Our advise is that these bunds are illegal in two respects: 

1) placed there without planning permission, 2) block the right of way of the 
landowners (prohibited from living there but with remaining rights of access 
for other purposes). 

Our suggested solution is simple and rests on common sense: leave Dale Farm 
alone. By grant permanent planning permission for each of the yards as 
requested in the original planning applications the families would be allowed the 
right to the security of their homes and persons, as laid down in the Human 
Rights Act. 

In addition, we favour the provision of an overflow area for those residents at 
Dale Farm who are not yard-owners. This could be developed: 

1) on the site proposed at Pitsea 2) on land now owned by Travellers 
(details on request) 

1 It is noted that Basildon Council is delaying the start of work on the G&T DPD 
because the council has an expectation that Essex district currently with few 
authorised pitches (in our parlance yards) will be required by the Single Issue 
Review to provide a sufficient number of sites to allow for the relocation of a 
Substantial proportion of the Gypsies/Travellers currently on unauthorised sites 
in Basildon District. 

2 In our view, this reflects an outdated view of site provision, harping back to 
the 1966 Caravan Sites Act when it was envisaged that G&T needs would be 
shared or spread among district and other councils (rule of thumb being a 12- 
pitch caravan site each, which in time produced approximately 400 councilr-run 
caravan parks. 

3 By contrast, we have been advocating, mostly recently through our 
representative on the Gypsy Task Force (Mrs Bridie Jones), the designation of 
land by local councils as suitable for caravan parks, which we understand is part 
of the purpose of the Housing Act. 

4 This land would then be available a) for purchase by Travellers with a 
guarantee of planning permission for the purpose of setting up private caravan 
parks, b) for development of council-owned caravan parks to meet strategic 
needes. 


If b) is pursued, we advocate self-management by family groups with an option 
by tenants to buy their pitchese (yards) from the council. 


5 At the same time, we strongly advocate that Travellers be provided land in 



those districts where they have been counted as unauthorised, especially as in 
the case of Basildon where residence, and indeed land ownership, goes back 
years. 

6 Provision by District Councils in Essex, and elsewhere, currently with few or 
no authorised or unauthorised Traveller and Gypsy residents (caravans, mobile 
homes, chalets) is of course desirable. But should not be considered to have a 
direct bearing on the issue of the granting of planning permission to the 
landowners involved in the present Section 78 Seven Appeals at Dale Farm. 

7 We urge that these appeals be allowed and permanent planning permission 
granted forthwith, allowing for the accommodation on these sites (yards) in 
accordance with the original or amended planning applications. 

8 However, in reference to the statement in which Basildon Council says ite 
feels that the Secretary of State should be made aware of the quote "very dense 
occupation of the site" we wish to comment that: 

i) for the past six months (May/October) half of the Dale Farm 
yards (25 out of 52) been unoccupied due to the owners being 
away engaged in work. 

ii) however, there is no denying that in winter months "doubling-up" 
in some yards has taken place and the need will arise to plan for 
the permanent accommodation of those in this position. 

9 What we might call the overflow from Dale Farm could, as suggest above, be 
provided for through the ODPM proposal for the possible utilization of land at 
Pitsea, now in the ownership of English Partnership. That offer we understand is 
still on the table. 

10 This represents a possible alternative for those who do not own yards but 
have been resident in Basildon for some years. In addition, several people 
resident at Dale Farm own land elsewhere in the district and could establish 
satellite caravan parks to meet the needs of growing families, as indicated above. 

11 The council also refer to "serious problems" in respect of fire danger. On this 
score we would draw your attention to the work this year undertaken by Essex 
Fire and Rescure which has resulted in the provision of re-furbished water 
hydrants on the site, and the provision of fire-extinguishers and other apparatus. 
In addition a special fire safety film has been made on Dale Farm and 
considerable time spent on fire-safety talks and drilling. It is probably true to say 
that Dale Farm is now one of the best-prepared residential areas in respect to 
fire hazards. 



12 As to the allegation of inadequate drainage, there is the tendency by the 
council in this and other matters, to refer to Dale Farm en bloc, indeed to think 
of it as one entity. Just as homes/houses must be considered individually in 
respect to sanitary provision, so must the yards here. 

We are aware that Basildon Council has undertaken a length investigation into 
the waste-water flow and cess-tank installations etc at Dale Far. I have 
personally not seen any concluding report as to the individual yards. But it is 
clear to me from my frequent visits that in the majority of cases the cess-tank 
arrangements are satisfactory. If and where a problem has been found by 
council inspectors, then action should follow concerning individual owners. 

Additional to what has been stated already, the Secretary of State should be 
aware that where Basildon Council's contractors Constant & Co. have recently 
been sent in to bulldoze private yards at Hovefields Drive and Five Acre Farm, 
cess-tanks have been ruptured and foul surface water has resulted, endangering 
the health of children and adults residing closeby. (See video and report by Ian 
Guest, Advocacy Project, Washington DC). 

13 Regarding the reference to Oak Road, we would point out that Oak Lane, 
the private road from Oak Road into Dale Farm has been improved by the 
residents and is currently wider in places and in a better state of repair than 
the public Oak Road. The Dale Farm residents committee has expressed a wish 
to discuss improvements to Oak Road with Basildon council, with the possibility 
of sharing the practical work that needs to be done. 

14 On the issue of zoning, we would point out that Dale Farm falls within an 
area previously zoned as plotlands - that is suitable for development of homes 
on strips or plots. This is the character of residences along Oak Road and of the 
yards on Oak Lane, approved by the previous Labour administration in Basildon. 
The new area of Dale Farm largely consist of the former licensed scarp-yard and 
plotland property of Dale Farm itself, which of course has planning permission, 
(owned by Mr P Egan). No 1 Oak Lane, o corner of Camilla Drive, (owned by Mr J 
Hegarty) is surrounded on three sides by 

properties with residential planning permission. 

Finally, we would expect that should permanent planning permission not yet be 
considered appropriate, that the Dale Farm Appeals be treated in a similar way to 
those of Hovefields Drive (Gipsy Hill) and Cranfield Avenue, both near to Crays 
Hill. The Secretary of State has seen fit in these two cases to allow extension of 
four and five years respectfully and we would urge that Dale Farm be treated 
the same, allowing time for Basildon Council to draw up ike G&T DPD and 
continue its efforts. 



No eviction and no wanton destruction of property should be allowed or 
sanctioned. To render homeless, and turn into refugees, families who have spent 
their savings providing for themselves, in order to have their children attend 
regular school, is unacceptable. 


The Judicial Review on Dale Farm, in which our side is supported by the 
Commission for Racial Equality, has yet to be heard. 

Meanwhile a worldwide campaign has been mounted to Save Dale Farm, 
promoted by the Washington-based Advocacy Project, the Italian-based 
International Alliance of Inhabitants, the European Roma and 
Travellers Forum, International Roma Union, as well as International Gypsy & 
Traveller Affairs, UK Association of Gypsy Women, ITM Ireland, National Traveller 
Action Group and Gypsy Council. 

Six Human Rights Monitoring teams have been formed to be present at any 
attempted eviction. These include MPs, councillors, clergy and members of the 
Romani, Irish, Jewish, Indian and Pakistani communities and local Basildon and 
Wickford supporters. 

Actors Corin and Vanessa Redgrave are taking a leading part, calling for a human 
chain to protect all the Dale Farm homes, pregnant mothers and children from 
the heavy machinery of G.Moore, H.E.Services and Constant & Co. which would 
be brought there against Health & Safety regulations - and common sense. 

At the time of writing it seems clear that you are not going to allow this to 
happen and we appreciate your stance. 


Yours sincerely 


Grattan Puxon 
ITM 



